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would have been useless. Moreover, the head of the tibi[1, was
partially dislocated backwards, the patella was fixed, and the
limb unserviceable. He thought, also, that the patient would
not be able to go through the process of cure if resection were
performed; and it was probable, too, that the necrosed condi-
tion of the femur extended for some inches above the joint.
He therefore, on the 14th June, amputated through the thigh,
as the best means of relief. As anticipated, the shaft of the
femur contained a sequestrum of dead bone, and the knee-joint
was too extensively and generally diseased for any other
means to have proved so serviceable as those adopted. The
stump is healing kindly, the man’s health is good, and nothing,
so far, has occurred likely to retard his recovery. The patient,
who is a carpenter, was sent up from the country for operation.

ACUTE STRUMA OF THE ELBOW-JOINT.

3FFEOTZOrs of joints, which are strumous in their character,
are generally chronic and of long standing. The reverse of
this, however, sometimes is the case, when the strumous
inflammation has been so active as to bring the parts
into as advanced a state of disease as if it had been exist-

ing for years. A young man, of florid aspect, nineteen years
of age, was admitted into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, with
strumous disease of his left elbow of but twelve weeks’ dura-
tion, and which commenced without any evident cause. The

joint became generally swollen, as in disease of the synovial
membrane, abscesses formed and. were opened after his admis-
sion, and fistulous openings now extended all around and within
the joint. From the rapid progress of the disease, Mr. Paget
thought it not likely to terminate favourably without opera-
tion, and resolved to excise the ends of the bones at once. This

proceeding was effected on the 25th ult., under the influence
of chloroform, and the articulating surfaces of all three bones,
together with the diseased synovial membrane and much
plastic material, were taken away. The bones themselves were
not actually diseased, but their cartilages were much destroyed,
and the disease was chiefly confined to the synovial membrane.
The time since the operation is too short to warrant an opinion
as to the ultimate result, but we will keep the case in view.
As offering a striking contrast to the above, we may refer to

another case, which was submitted to operation, at St. George’s
Hospital, on the 30th of June. A young man had his right
elbow so very much swollen from chronic disease (of three years’
standing) as to resemble malignancy. He had been in the
German Hospital some weeks, and had a large abscess opened
near the joint. The arm was amputated by Mr. Cutler; and
when the joint was examined it resembled a mass of loose jelly;
the bones, cartilages, and soft structures generally, were quite
gelatinous, but no evidence of actual struma was present. The
infiltration of lowly-organized plastic material was most com-
plete.

BRIGHT-GREEN SPOTS ON A MULBERRY
CALCULUS.

THE examination of a large number of urinary calculi will
show the variety of colour which their external coats assume,
independent of their peculiar shape and size. We do not re-
member to have seen any of a distinct green colour, which
might depend upon any organic change taking place within
the bladder itself. On the 4th of June, however, we were
present at the Charing-cross Hospital, when the lateral opera-
tion for stone was performed bv Mr. Canton upon a little boy,
nine years of age, who had suffered from the symptoms of cal-
culus for twelve months. When extracted, the stone proved
to be mulberry, of a brick-red colour, three-quarters of an inch
long, boot-shaped, and coated with some three or four bright-
green spots. This last circumstance at once invested the case
with some interest, for here was a new urinary deposit not
before observed, and one very difficult of explanation. To
the naked eye, and even with a glass, the green spots seemed
distinct coatings upon the calculus. Amongst other things
examined, to clear up the mystery of these spots, was the
syringe employed to inject the bladder, the interior of which
instrument was found encrusted with verdigris. The calculus
was placed for a short time in vinegar, and the spots entirely
disappeared, thus showing their origin. The record of this case
may furnish the sequel to many of the rarities which come
under the notice of the pathologist.
PRESIDENCY OF THE POOR-LAW BOARD.-The Right

Hon. Charles Villiers has accepted the post of President of the
Poor-law Board, and a new writ has been ordered for the
borough of Wolverhampton.
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION OF
OZONIZED OILS.

BY THEOPH. THOMPSON, M.D., F.R.S.,
PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, ETC.

THE author, after some general remarks on the properties of
ozone, describes the results obtained from its administration in
association with oils; the oils being ozonized by exposure for
a considerable time to the direct rays of the sun, after previous
saturation with oxygen gas, according to the process adopted
by Mr. Dugald Campbell. The cases of fourteen consumptive
patients to whom the ozonized oils were given are detailed;
and the principal facts noted are also appended in a tabular
form. The conclusion to which these experiments point is,
that the administration of ozonized oils has a remarkable ten-

dency to reduce the frequency of the palse. Of the fourteen

patients whose cases are detailed in this communication, there
are only two in whom no such effect was observed; and al-
though in a few instances the effect may have seemed insignifi-
cant or transient, in the larger proportion it was very consider-
able, and must be attributed to the ozone rather than to the
oil, since it was repeatedly manifested in patients who had
taken cod-liver and other oils without any reduction, or even
with an acceleration, of the pulse; and further, the effect on
the pulse was nearly as distinct when the ozone was associated
with the oil of the cocoa-nut, or of the sunflower, as with that
of the cod liver. This circumstance is the more significant,
since the administration of sunflower oil without ozone has not
appeared to the author to manifest any important remedial
power. The reduction of pulse was usually observed in two or
three days, and often continued progressive. A reduction of
twenty beats was observed in certain cases to occur respectively
in two, three, four, and six days; in other instances a reduction
was noted of twenty-four pulsations in fourteen days, thirty-
four in thirteen, thirty-six in twenty-two, forty in eleven. In
one patient the pulse fell as low as 60-probably considerably
below the natural standard; but in most of the favourable
instances the reduction stopped when that standard was
obtained.
The apparent effect of the remedy is one which, prior to

experiment, the author would not have anticipated. No other
obvious result was noticed, excepting a general improvement
in the patient’s condition. In some of the patients the use of
simple and of ozonized oils was alternated. In one case the
alternation was made three times, and the result was in each
interchange of treatment so direct and remarkable as to make
that particular example equivalent in force to three experi-
ments.

In addition to the patients under his own observation, the
author refers to four instances noted by Dr. Scott Alison, who
obligingly pursued the investigation during Dr. Thompson’s ab-sence from the hospital. In these four cases the disease was in
the third stage. In two, a remarkable reduction in the rapidity
of the pulse, amounting to about twenty beats, occurred under
the use of the ozonized oil, while the improvement induced
could not be referred to any other cause. Dr. Alison remarks,
" I attach some value to this observation; for I prescribed the
oil totally divested of all prejudice in its favour, and I have
always been reluctant on imperfect grounds to refer results to
the operation of medicines. If ozonized oil can reduce the

rapidity of the circulation-a feature of great prominence in
phthisis,-this remedy possesses a most valuable property, ren-
dered still more valuable by its contributing at the same time
to improve the general health."
The author mentions having used ozonized oil of turpentine

with marked and prompt advantage in some cases of h&aelig;mo-
ptysis, but has not sufficiently repeated the experiment to feel
entitled to express an opinion as to its remedial superiority
over ordinary turpentine. He adds that, should more extended
observation establish for ozonized oil the property indicated by
these experiments, it will prove a valuable addition to our list
of remedies, especially in consumption (which is a disease pecu-
liarlv characterized bv hurried action): but not. Derhaps. ex-


